
SLATER’S SHEEP NOW GRAZING
IN WEBSTER, DUDLEY & OXFORD MASSACHUSETTS

Samuel Slater Experience Brings
New Museum’s Story into the Community

[Webster, MA, August 22, 2022] – People in Webster, Dudley,
Oxford and other towns in the area have begun to take notice of
several new visitors to the municipal landscape. A number of
life-sized painted sheep have begun grazing outside local civic
and commercial buildings as part of Slater’s Sheep, a
community art project launched last year to support Samuel
Slater Experience, a new interactive museum that opened to the
public in March.

Described as “Disney-like,” the museum employs state-of-the-art
4-D digital technology to tell the story of Samuel Slater, the
beginnings of the American Industrial Revolution, and the founding of Webster, Massachusetts
in the early 19th century.

Samuel Slater Experience, a non-profit corporation, invited local businesses and organizations to
become sponsors in the mission to educate youth with a historically accurate recreation of the
Webster area’s contribution to the American Industrial Revolution. Sponsors have purchased 25
of the Slater’s Sheep and each will become an original work of art, painted by a local artist.

“Webster was the site of the country’s first woolen mill. The sheep are a fun way to involve the
business community here in Webster and neighboring towns in getting behind the  museum
during our first year,” says Samuel Slater Experience founder Chris Robert. “Having the sheep
pop up around town also helps to bring a bit of Samuel Slater out to the community.” The
sponsors determine where their sheep will be displayed.

Constructed of resin and fiberglass, the sheep were fabricated by Nebraska-based Icon Poly,
which has provided sculptures for public art projects for more than 20 years.



Grazing in front of the Webster Town Hall is Jeffco Fibres’ painted sheep, depicting shepherds
by day and by night. Nearby is Rampco Construction’s sheep, which features heavy equipment at
work and leisure life at Treasure Island. Across the street, JV Mechanical Contractors’ sheep in
the Webster Police Department parking lot depicts plumbers’ history and tools.

At Webster’s Gladys E. Kelly Library, a sheep named Hiram
features the images and symbols of the Webster Masonic Lodge.

In Dudley, Marty’s of Dudley sheep’s quilt design is a tribute to the
textile industry.

At the Oxford Public Library, Swissturn/USA’s sheep Maizy
reflects the company’s metal components business.

Other sheep currently on public display are at Samuel Slater’s
Restaurant in Webster, Christopher Heights in Webster, and Webster Dudley Business Alliance
member locations.

More sheep will be put out to graze in the coming weeks by their owners, which include Webster
Five Cents Savings Bank, Webster First Federal Credit Union, Aubuchon Hardware, Central
Mass Auto Auction, LLC, IPG Photonics, Webster Medical Center, Bennett J. Smith Jr. and
Carol H. Smith, Choice1Temps and Choice1Graphics, Webster Police Department and related
police associations, Aspinock Historical Society of Putnam, and the Blackstone Valley Tourism
Council.

----------------------------
Hours of Operation
Samuel Slater Experience is open to the public year-round.
Daily Schedule: Fridays & Saturdays: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday: Noon to 4 p.m.
Samuel Slater Experience is located in the former National Guard Armory at 31 Ray Street,
Webster, MA.

For information visit samuelslaterexperience.org
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