
 

 
SAMUEL SLATER EXPERIENCE JOINS SMITHSONIAN MAGAZINE  

TO CELEBRATE MUSEUM DAY SEPTEMBER 17 

Participating museums nationwide offer free admission 

  

[Webster, MA, September 6, 2022] – Samuel Slater Experience will be among a select number of 

institutions across the country participating in Smithsonian Magazine’s 18th annual Museum Day, an 

initiative in which participating museums across the United States open their doors for free to those who 

download a branded ticket. The annual event allows museums, zoos, and cultural centers from all 50 

states to emulate the spirit of the Smithsonian Institution’s Washington, D.C.-based facilities, which offer 

free admission every day.   

  

Described as “Disney-like,” Samuel Slater Experience employs state-of-the-art 4-D digital technology 

to tell the story of Samuel Slater, the beginnings of the American Industrial Revolution, and the founding 

of Webster, Massachusetts in the early 19th century.    

  

Museum Day goes beyond getting visitors through museum doors—it acts as a springboard to empower 

and help advance the hopes and ambitions of the public, particularly school-aged children, and those in 

underrepresented communities. It represents a national commitment to access, equity, and inclusion. This 

year’s theme, The American Experience, shines a spotlight on wonderful arts, culture, sciences, 

innovation, and history exhibits across the country. 

  

“We’re proud to be part of this nationwide project,” said Samuel Slater Experience Director Barbara 

Van Reed. “And we certainly embody the theme of The American Experience.  Half the museum is 

dedicated to the life of Samuel Slater, whose pioneering work built up the US textile industry in the early 

1800s.  The other half is dedicated to the town of Webster, which he helped found, and recreates the 

commercially successful mill community a century later.”   

  

On Museum Day, Samuel Slater Experience joins The Grammy Museum in Los Angeles; The Intrepid 

Sea, Air & Space Museum in New York; The San Jose (CA) Museum of Art; The Harvard Art Museums 

in Cambridge; and The Worcester (MA) Art Museum in opening their doors and inviting the community 

to be both enlightened and entertained.  

  

For more information regarding Museum Day and to obtain a free ticket, visit 

smithsonianmag.com/museumday.     

 

The Samuel Slater Experience is supported by the Janet Malser Humanities Trust, the Massachusetts 

Cultural Council, and individual donations. 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/museumday/venues/museum/samuel-slater-experience/


 

  

Hours of Operation  

Samuel Slater Experience is located in the former National Guard Webster Armory at 31 Ray Street, 

Webster, Massachusetts, and open to the public year-round. Daily Schedule: Fridays & Saturdays: 10 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. and Sunday: Noon to 4 p.m. 

  

Ticket purchases for school trips, private events, and groups can be arranged directly with staff. 

For information and tickets visit samuelslaterexperience.org 

  

 ### 

  

Media contact for more information and to set up interviews: 

David Balsom/CK Communications Group 

dbalsom@ckcommgroup.com 

617-510-2317 (c)  

Adam R. Klein/CK Communications Group 

adam@ckcommgroup.com 

617-504-6156 (c)
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